Brighton has a large gay population with third largest HIV/AIDS Community in the UK. In 1991 AIDS was the commonest cause of death in men between the ages of 15-45 years.
The incidence of gonorrhoea in gay men was falling steadily reaching its lowest level in 1987 (fig) On further questioning, the patient revealed that she had been taking "CONTAC 400"' during the preceding 48 hours for upper respiratory tract symptoms. This cold preparation contains the azo dyes sunset yellow and quinoline yellow, and the vital stain erythrosine (3', 6'-Dihydroxy-2' 41, 51, 71 disodium salt). Azo dyes are widely used in foods and pharmaceuticals. They have also been shown to fluoresce, this fluorescence arising from a protein-tetrazonium-naphthhol reaction product.2 The presence of bacteria may alter the dye reaction.3 Azo dyes in textiles have also been recognised as an important cause of contact dermatitis.4
Increase in use of cold preparations containing these dyes may be the cause of unusual microscopy findings on vaginal smears, especially during the winter months, and could contribute to some cases of vaginal/vulval contact dermatitis. 
